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P-ROCE-EDI-NGS
1:41 p. m

CHAl RPERSON M LLER: Ckay. That
brings us to our Contested Fact-Fi nding Hearing
and to the Qualifications Hearing. It is
Si gnature Lounge |ocated at 1920 9th Street, N W,
Li cense No. 95535, in ANGC- 1B.

And if you would conme forward, anybody
who is here for that case?

MR ALEMJ. Good afternoon.

MR. DEREJE: CGood afternoon

CHAl RPERSON M LLER  Good aft ernoon.
There is --

COURT REPORTER: Could you sign-in,
pl ease?

MR, DEREJE: Sure.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER:  Yes. Ckay.
Let's start with your introductions for the
record.

MR ALEMJ:  Amare Al enu.

CHAI RPERSON M LLER Okay. And you

are the owner of --

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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MR ALEMJ: | amthe nmenber of --
CHAI RPERSON M LLER: You're a nenber?

MR. ALEMJ. Yes, nenber of Signature

Lounge.

CHAI RPERSON M LLER.  What percent age
are you?

MR. ALEMJ. | have 3 percent on ny
share.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER:  Ckay.

MR. ALEMJ. And ny sister, she have 97
percent.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER: Ri ght.

MR. ALEMJ:  And she cannot be able to
make it today. And she prepared ne the affidavit
for that.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER:  Yes.

MR ALEMJ: So that | would be able to
speak on behal f of her as well as represent her.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER: Great.

MR ALEMJ: So | have that.

CHAI RPERSON M LLER. Okay. Do we have

that in the record?

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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record.

nmenber .

m ke on?

your | ast

A-L-E

R-E-J-E.

you are a

wer e?

(202) 234-4433

you. Ckay.

MR ALEMJ: No, it's not in the

CHAI RPERSON M LLER:  All right. Thank
That's fine. And you are, sir?

MR. DEREJE: Dereje Daneal e, managi ng

CHAI RPERSON M LLER:  What are you?

MR. DEREJE: Managi ng nenber.

CHAI RPERSON M LLER  Ckay. |s your
Yes, it is, okay.

MR, DEREJE: Yes.

CHAI RPERSON M LLER:  Coul d you spel
name?

MR. DEREJE: M nane Daneal e, D A-N-E-

CHAl RPERSON M LLER  Yes. Ckay.

MR. DEREJE: M last name Dereje, DE-

CHAl RPERSON M LLER Al right. And

menber as well? Wat did you say you

MR, DEREJE: | did, the nanager.

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
Washington DC www.nealrgross.com
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CHAl RPERSON M LLER  You're the
manager. Ckay. Manager. COkay. Before we start
then let ne just say a couple of things.

This is what is called a
Qualifications Hearing. Did you receive an order
that was sent by the Board which said "O der
requiring applicant to denonstrate fitness for
|'i censure under § 25-3017

MR. ALEMJ: Yes, nm'am

CHAI RPERSON M LLER Ckay. So that's
what this hearing is about.

MR ALEMJ.  Yes.

CHAI RPERSON M LLER:  And I'mgoing to
put under oath anyone who will be testifying.

MR ALEMJ. Ckay.

CHAI RPERSON M LLER:  And you basically
have the burden of proof to show that you are
gual i fied under this provision, but Board Menbers
will also be asking you questions.

MR, ALEMJ. Ckay.

CHAI RPERSON M LLER.  Ckay. So if you

read that order, you know that if we are not

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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convinced that you are qualified, that this could
result in a denial of your license?

MR ALEMJ. Ckay.

CHAI RPERSON M LLER: Do you have any
guestions so far?

MR, ALEMJ: No.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER: Ckay. And this
arises out of, in part at |east, that Fact-
Fi ndi ng Hearing that we had where we heard about
it sounded |like you were selling drinks wthout
food and whatever the relationship was with the
caterer, but that's pretty nuch outlined in this
order, so I'mnot going to repeat that as |ong as
you have the order.

Al'l right. So are you both going to
testify or you are not sure or are you going to?

MR ALEMJ.  Yes.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER: Okay. Well, et
me put you under oath then.
Wher eupon,

AVARE ALEMU

was called as a witness for the Licensee, and

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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havi ng been first duly sworn, assunmed the w tness
stand and was exam ned and testified as follows:

MR ALEMJ.  Yes.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER: Ckay. And |
guess |I'll put you under oath later if you decide
to testify later in this proceeding.

MR. DEREJE: |'mgoing to.

CHAI RPERSON M LLER:  Onh, you are going
to. Okay. |'ll swear you in now.

Wher eupon,

DANEALE DEREJE
was called as a witness for the Licensee, and
havi ng been first duly sworn, assunmed the w tness
stand and was exam ned and testified as follows:

MR. DEREJE: Yes, | do.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER:  Okay. Al right.
This is your -- I'"'mgoing to let you start
because this is your burden. You got the notice,
t he concerns that were |laid out.

Wul d you like to address the Board as
to why we should find you qualified?

MR. ALEMJ: Yes, nm'am

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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CHAl RPERSON M LLER  Ckay.

MR. ALEMJ. On March 14th | signed a
| ease with the landlord at 1920 9th Street. And
bet ween those period of tines, | -- ne, ny
partner and ny sister, we spent quite a few
amount of noney to do renovation to sort of try
to make the place look legitimate as well as the
safety for the community by having a good staff
as well as wait staff to try to nake it a safe
environnment on 9th Street.

W actually have a business in Crystal
City in Arlington, Virginia and this is our
second | ocati on and opening a business in the
District of Colunbia.

Qur goal was to get our liquor |icense
and try to work out all the appropriate paperwork
fromthe ABRA as well as from DCRA, public
Governnent so that we coul d conduct our business.

Wth that when we were applying for
our liquor license, of course it took us alittle
| onger than we were anticipating to receive our

license. W were intending to serve

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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Medi terranean food in the area, because there has
not been any diverse -- there is a |lot of diverse

in the area, but there are not any Mediterranean

f ood.
CHAl RPERSON M LLER:  What ki nd of
f ood?
MR, ALEMJ: Kabob, Mediterranean.
CHAl RPERSON M LLER: Medi t err anean,
okay.

MR. ALEMJ. Yes. Like kabob or
what not. Because that's the same, you know, we
are doing in our Crystal Gty location. So our
main goal is to provide the neighbors as well as
t he young professionals and all the surrounding
areas to serve themwth a very high-quality
organic as well as healthy food in the area.

VWhile we were waiting for our |iquor
| i cense, we received a |lot of reservations to --
for people that would like to do sone kind of
events, birthday parties as well as, you know,
sonme graduation and what not.

O course, because we were spendi ng

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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guite a few anobunt of noney, our rent is
extrenely high, it's actually $10,000 a nonth,
not to nention our utility. There is gas and
water. Qur expense is extrenely high.

So we did -- we have no choice but to
book those events in our facility. So we
col | aborated with the catering conpany to do al
the events, according to the requirement from
ABRA. So fromthe tinmes that we had been doing
and |"msure you folks now hold the list that we
have been having all these events at Signature
Lounge, we provide the different cliental, food
as well as drinks that are to be catered by a
cateri ng conpany.

Now, of course, we are humans. There
i s mstakes that happen on one of the events that
we did and the timng was a little bit short
bef ore we noticed and before we noved forward on
Plan B, neaning should we close to the event
because we don't have any kitchen equi pment or
should we go forward? While we were discussing

that, of course, an incident happened and an ABRA

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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| nvesti gator showed up or whatnot. And we

di scussed there woul d be ABRA |Investigators with
the catering conmpany. W decided to shutdown for
t he ni ght.

Now, in order for us to make our rent
ourself w thout adding our utility and any ot her
expenses, we have to make $333 in order for us to
make the right amount of noney daily. So even
t hough we have not made that kind of noney in
t hat evening, we have no choice but to conply
with the | aw and we decided to shut it down for
t hat date.

Now, in that area, there is a | ot of
di verse cliental which they will be able to --
whi ch was they like a very nice quite environnent
as well as a very safe environnment. CQur
i ntenti on when we cane to Washington, D.C. is to
bring the sane vibe that we have in Crystal City,
Arlington and bring it into D.C. environnent,
which is safe for all of our clients as well as
for our nei ghborhood, because we do have

residents in the area.

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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Qur main goal is to nmake sure that the
-- our sound stays inside because of the fact
that there is a lot of residents in our
nei ghbor hood as well as security that we have to
provide if there is any incident that nay happen
in the area, that also includes the inside of the
property as well as anythi ng outside.

Wth that in mnd, | believe we conply
with every aspect of the | aw that ABRA requires
for us and DCRA and the Heal th Departnent.

As of today, starting from March since
we first -- | received the keys fromthe | andlord
until January 15, every nonth | pay rent on the
15th. Me and ny sister we spend $100,000 in the
rent nyself w thout any kind of revenues that we
are generating because sonetines the busi ness we
make | ess than $333. Sonetinmes we nake $50,
soneti nmes we nmake not hi ng.

Wth the renovations for a place to
make it legitinmate, to make it | ook nice, make it
| ook attractive for our cliental, for our young

professional cliental, we spend over |ike $52,000

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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wi t hout mentioning our |abor and tine and all of
that that cane between within all those --
bet ween March and January 15t h.

Not to mention this next nonth we do
have the rent com ng now which is al so anot her
$10, 000 which is going to be increasing our
initial expenses for what we shoul d be doing.
But intime, we have to dig into our famly
pocket .

W literally went fromwe using our
noney fromthe Crystal Cty |ocation, our
pockets, our famly and all that and all that,
and | would like to ask the Board to consi der,
you know, our effort and our willing to provide a
very safe, a very attractive environment in the
District of Colunmbia. And we would |ike to ask
the Board to consider our eligibility on our
| i quor |icense.

W are going to -- we are | ooking
forward to be a very good citizens in the
District of Colunbia, safe environnent, clean,

young professionals and | ook forward to being in

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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busi ness relationship with District of Col unbia.
And | thank you for your tinme.

CHAI RPERSON M LLER. Ckay. Thank you.
Wiy don't we do Board questions right now M.
Short, you have a question?

MEMBER SHORT: Good afternoon.

MR. ALEMJ: Good afternoon, sir.

MR. DEREJE: CGood afternoon

MEMBER SHORT: Your nane again is?

MR ALEMJ.  Anare.

MEMBER SHORT:  Amar e.

MR ALEMJ.  Yes.

MEMBER SHORT: Anmare, before you
started this business did you have a busi ness
plan | aid out on how your first year woul d go,
your first nonth would go?

MR ALEMJ.  Yes.

MEMBER SHORT: How you woul d neet al
your obligations?

MR ALEMJ.  Yes.

MEMBER SHORT: Did your business plan

-- it sounds |ike you kind of opened for business

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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bef ore you were ready to open for business. D d
-- the problens you ran into, how did that affect
your busi ness plan or how was your business plan
i ncorporated with your problens?

MR. ALEMJ. Qur business plan when we
first opened in 2008, we actually, ne and ny
brot her, ny younger brother, started this
busi ness by Virginia Tech area. M brother went
to Virginia Tech.

MEMBER SHORT: Ckay. Real quick.
Forgive nme for cutting you off.

MR, ALEMJ. No problem

MEMBER SHORT: You nentioned that you
are 3 percent interest owner now.

MR. ALEMJ: Yes, sir.

MEMBER SHORT: \What was your interest
when you and your brother were in it?

MR, ALEMJ. W are 50/50 on ny ot her
busi ness, yes.

MEMBER SHORT: Ckay. Go ahead.

MR, ALEMJ. In 2007, we opened our

first business, Mediterranean Bar & Gill, by

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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Virginia Tech. M brother went to Virginia Tech.
| went to VCU W opened our first business
there. And the second one after three years, we
cane to Crystal City area in Arlington.

Qur business plan started from
Bl acksburg area. Qur business plan stated that
within -- our first business opened within three
years, we should be able to expand into a
different area and a different aspect of
busi ness.

So we did we cane to -- froma school
town to a big city of Arlington and Crystal City
area. Qur business plan indicates that every
three years we should be able to cone up and open
a new area facilities.

Now, the one in Blacksburg and the one
in Crystal Cty have followed all of our business
pl an. Wen we cane to Washington, D.C., our
i ntention was to get our business -- our |iquor
| i cense, because at the begi nning we know t hat
t he pl ace does not have any liquor |icense, so

according to ABRA Law it takes about 45 days to

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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recei ve your liquor license.

So we have that in our consideration.
As well we thought about Iike naybe we shoul d get
it through the ANC in order to be able to get it
through the stipulation license. Unfortunately,
those things didn't go through according to our
busi ness pl an.

So the only option that we have is to
fund this place fromour other business until it
sustains to follow our business plan. Like I
sai d, our business plan consists of every three
years to open a new |l ocation. Every three years,
we woul d cane to Washington, D.C., according to
our business plan, but it didn't happen to go
that way, that route.

And it did affect our business rhythm
of going forward in our business plan.

MEMBER SHORT: Ckay. Now, your
busi ness plan again ran into a bunp when the ABRA
| nvestigator canme there and you were selling
al cohol, but you didn't have any food there. |Is

that correct?

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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MR. ALEMJ:. On the day of the event,
we did have a catering conpany. The catering
conpany did brought our -- all the -- by the ABRA
-- by ABRA Law they say the catering conpany have
to bring their Iiquor as well as their food.

On the date of the event, we opened
the place at 6:00 in the afternoon for business.
By the tinme we started preparing all the food in
t he kitchen, one of the staff -- one of the
equi pnrent broke down, as you can see on the
record preview what the ABRA |Investigator put on
our record.

And we still open at 9:00, if I'm
renenbering the exact tinme, when | consulted with
the catering conpany that one of the equi pnent
has been failed and we were goi ng back and forth,
that's where the -- that's when the ABRA
| nvesti gator showed up on our prem ses and | ooked
into the problemand told us to shut it down.

Now, before the ABRA I nvesti gator
showed up at the property, ne and the catering

conpany we di scussed on which way should we go.

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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Should we close it or should we try to bring in
other food fromhis establishnment, because
anot her guy was preparing at the nonent.

At that nonment, when the catering
conpany -- when the ABC I nvestigator showed up,
he made the statenent that, you know, you guys
need to cl ose, shut down, not serve food -- you
cannot serve al cohol w thout any kind of food.
We kindly respected and |istened to what he
requested and we shut down the property at that
noment .

MEMBER SHORT: So you had never done
t hat before? You have never had a probl em
selling al cohol there before without a caterer?

MR. ALEMJ:. No. Every tinme that we
had the catering conpany is where we sel
al cohol. Al the tine -- every tine whenever we
have a catering conpany is when we have an event.
Wt hout the event, you cannot bring any catering
conpany. W thout an event, you cannot afford to
pay a catering conpany. So with that in mnd,

t he catering conmpany showed up, you know, we had

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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al cohol and we have food to acconmmobdate our
party.

MEMBER SHORT: To abide by the | aw?

MR. ALEMJ. To abide by the | aw, yes.

MEMBER SHORT: COkay. Now, you said at
6:00 -- when did you find out that the stove or
your product had broke down?

MR. ALEMJ. The product broke down on
us when we first received our first order, which
is around like -- if | believe |like around 9: 00,
9:30. I'mnot quite sure of the tinme, but it's
around that area when we first received our first
order. Until then, the place didn't have any
cliental, so the place didn't have any custoners
so that way we didn't provide any order.

By the tinme when the client order the
first nmeal --

MEMBER SHORT: Were you selling
al cohol at 6:00?

MR, ALEMJ: At 6:00, no. W have the
catering and everything inside the place, but

nobody showed up. The first client that cane in

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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was at 9:00, that's the first custoner that order
the first food and that's when we figured out
that we don't have any kind of --

MEMBER SHORT: Ckay. M | ast
guestion, between 6:00 and 9:00 --

MR ALEMJ.  Yes.

MEMBER SHORT: -- you didn't know you
coul dn't cook food?

MR. ALEMJ: Between 6:00 and 9: 00, we
did prepare sonme food inside of kitchen, but by
the time it reached 9: 00, the food need to be
war med and ready to go, but one of our equi pnent
fail ed, so we cannot be able to provide the
client exactly the food what he was asking for.

MEMBER SHORT: Did you tell that to
t he ABRA | nvestigator?

MR, ALEMJ: We did tell the ABRA
| nvesti gator, yes.

MEMBER SHORT: And what did he say?

MR. ALEMJ. He said unfortunately, you
guys have to shut down, because you cannot serve

any kind of alcohol wthout any food. And we

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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said okay, no problem W shut down the place
right away while he was still there.

As a matter of fact, the ABRA
| nvesti gator came through the next day to check
on our -- to check on whether we are selling any
food or alcohol. He did show up the next day and
he did found us that we were actually serving
food and al cohol because we had an event at that
day.

And that report is actually in the
ABRA i nvestigative report.

MEMBER SHORT: COkay. And you didn't
know you coul d not sell al cohol w thout having
food or did you know?

MR, ALEMJ. By the law, | did know
that you have to have food to sell alcohol. | do
know that, that's why we suddenly find out that
we don't have any -- one of the equi pnent was not
wor king. That is why we had decided to speak to
each other with the catering conpany to shut down
the place and that's when the ABRA I nvesti gator

showed up at that nonent when we were having a
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di scussi on between each ot her whet her we shoul d
shut down right now or should take out the
al cohol .

MEMBER SHORT: Thank you very much.
Madam Chair, that's all | have.

CHAI RPERSON M LLER. Ckay. Thank you.
Ot her questions? M. Brooks?

MEMBER BROOKS: Yes. Sir, how | ong
have you been in business?

MR. ALEMJ. Been in business since
2007.

MEMBER BROOKS: At this |ocation? At
this |ocation, sir?

MR ALEMJ: Since March 2014.

MEMBER BROOKS: kay. And when was
this event that we are describing now?

MR. ALEMJ. It happened at Signature
Lounge, 1920 9th Street.

MEMBER BROOKS: (kay. But at what
date did this occur that you had the caterer?

MR, ALEMJ. Unfortunately, | do not

exactly have the exact dates, but |I'mthinking
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maybe it m ght be |ike on Thursday.

MEMBER BROCOKS: Ckay.

MR, ALEMJ:. O maybe on Friday, but
|"mnot quite sure.

MEMBER BROOKS: | n what nonth?

MR. ALEMJ. Maybe June, July.

MEMBER BROCOKS: Ckay.

MR. ALEMJ. The report should be --

CHAl RPERSON M LLER: Ri ght.

MEMBER BROOKS: Yes. Wll, | have
that here, but | just thought you woul d probably
know.

MR, ALEMJ. [I'mnot quite sure
exactly. It's been a long tine.

MEMBER BROCOKS: Ckay.

MR ALEMJ.  Yes.

MEMBER BROOKS: And was this the first
event you had?

MR. ALEMJ: No, that's not the first
event that | had. | had other events before, but
at that particular day is when the equi pnent

actually failed on us.
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MEMBER BROCOKS: Ckay.

MR. ALEMJ. The equi pnent is actually
an ol der equipnent that | actually rented from
the landlord with all the stuff and it was an
older item so it just failed on us.

MEMBER BROOKS: Gkay. Now, had you
used a caterer before?

MR ALEMJ. Yes.

MEMBER BROOKS: And who was the
caterer?

MR. ALEMJ. Sane conpany, New Yor k/
Jersey. |I'mnot quite sure, sir. | don't know.
Sonething |ike --

MEMBER BROOKS: (kay. You used a
caterer before, but you --

MR ALEMJ: B Cafe.

MEMBER BROCKS: -- can't recall the
name?

MR, ALEMJ. It's been a long tine
since | have used this. |It's been like -- |

believe the last tine that | used the catering

conpany was |ike June or July.
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MEMBER BROCOKS: Ckay.

MR ALEMJ. B Cafe. |I'msorry, | got
it. B Cafe.

MEMBER BROOKS: kay. And how did you
cone to know this caterer?

MR. ALEMJ. | happened to run into him
at another event that he was having. | was just
in the area and | saw the event, the way that he
was doi ng, the way that he was catering and |
| i ked the fact that he was going by the rule, by
t he book and all that stuff. So that's when
just |i ke approached himand | said hey, | have
an event com ng up, would you be able to provide
me with sone, so that's why I -- we find each
ot her .

MEMBER BROOKS: Thank you, Madam
Chai r.

CHAI RPERSON M LLER: Okay. Qhers?
Let me just ask you a basic question about when
you had al cohol being served. How nuch food did
you have being served in general?

MR ALEMJ: | didn't hear. One nore
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CHAI RPERSON M LLER.  When you served
al cohol, how nuch food were you serving at the
sane tine?

MR ALEMJ:  When we have the al cohol
and the catering conmpany, usually the catering
conpany will put -- bring -- usually he brings it
outside fromhis resource that he have. Pretty
much it will feed about |ike between 52 and 100
people, give or take. He will bring about |ike
this much and this high like the, what do you
call it, little heater and so |like everything is
ready to go. |It's like a buffet-style, that's
how he brings the food down and ready to go for
our clients.

CHAI RPERSON M LLER.  So woul d you say
it was a substantial anount of food?

MR ALEMJ.  Yes.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER: Ckay. M.

Al berti, do you have any questions?
MEMBER ALBERTI: Are you finished, Ms.

MIller?
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CHAl RPERSON M LLER:  Yes.

MEMBER ALBERTI: Ckay. | guess ||
start. I'mactually going to sort of switch
gears on you here.

You signed the | ease agreenent for
this property with, forgive ne for a mnute,
Assefu Al emu Yaho? |'m probably m spronounci ng
t hat .

MR ALEMJ.  Yes.

MEMBER ALBERTI: Ckay. Forgive ne.
Forgive ne, please. |1'lIl admt that |I'mnot very
good at that.

When did you sign that |ease
agr eenent ?

MR, ALEMJ: March 2014.

MEMBER ALBERTI: March, okay. When

did you start paying rent?

MR, ALEMJ:. M deposit. | had a nonth

deposit and right after two nonth ny rent
started. So a two nonth deposit of $20,000 and
ny first rent started |ike Muy.

MEMBER ALBERTI : May, okay.
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MR ALEMJ. May.

MEMBER ALBERTI: Did you ever get
behind in your rent?

MR. ALEMJ. | had a few ups and downs
with ny rent, but then | consulted with ny famly
menbers, it was my cousins, as well as nmy manager
here, so they help ne with everything that I
needed to sustain, as well as to bring sonme nore
cash flow from ny ot her business.

MEMBER ALBERTI: |'m | ooking at a
| andl ord affidavit that was conpleted by -- okay,
| et' s go back.

So Tsion, is that how you pronounce
her nane?

MR. ALEMJ:. No, that's ny sister.

MEMBER ALBERTI: | know. How do you
pronounce her nanme?

MR ALEMJ.  Tsi on.

MEMBER ALBERTI: Tsion. Okay. Tsion
Al enu.

MR ALEMJ.  Yes.

MEMBER ALBERTI: And so she owns 97
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percent ?

MR ALEMJ.  Yes.

MEMBER ALBERTI: | have a | andlord
affidavit here that was submitted in May 7, 2014
to the Agency here. And it -- well, I'll read
Item4 here. It says -- at the top it lists the
nane of the actual owner, which is Assefu Al enu?

MR ALEMJ. Al enu.

MEMBER ALBERTI: And Item 4 says "As
owner of the property, do you have a financi al
interest directly or indirectly in the ABC
Li cense, i.e., leasel/security agreenment?" And it
is checked no. And Item4A is "Do you hold any
ot her ABC License in the District of Col unbia?"
And it says no.

So did you get this? GCkay. But then
it is signed by your sister. So --

MR ALEMJ: There shoul d be --

MEMBER ALBERTI: -- why --

MR ALEMJ: There shoul d be --

MEMBER ALBERTI: |'m asking about this

one. |'masking about this one. Wy didn't you
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get this fromthe | andl ord?

MR ALEMJ. M/ case nmnager, genera
manager, he's the one that prepared all the
paperwork. Unfortunately, it nust be like a
m sunder st andi ng with paperwork that we filed, |
bel i eve, | ast week of 2015.

VEMBER ALBERTI : No, | don't care

about | ast week. W've got another one. | don't
care about |ast week. |'mtalking about this
one.

MR, ALEMJ:. | amnot quite sure why it
has been signed. It's not supposed to be signed
by ny sister.

MEMBER ALBERTI: Did you get your --
get the information fromyour | andl ord?

MR, ALEMJ. [It's supposed to be from
ny | andl ord.

MEMBER ALBERTI: | understand that.

MR ALEMJ.  Yes.

MEMBER ALBERTI: But it wasn't. It
doesn't look like the landlord filled this out.

MR. ALEMJ. Right. That one --
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MEMBER ALBERTI: D d the landlord fill
this out, the one that was submtted, did the

| andl ord fill it out?

MR. ALEMJ. No, that's where they nake

me fill out the new one |ast week.

MEMBER ALBERTI: Okay.

MR ALEMJ:. Two weeks ago.

MEMBER ALBERTI: Al right. Al
right. But you don't know why you subnitted this
one?

MR ALEMJ. M case nmnager, genera
manager is the one that drop all --

MEMBER ALBERTI: Who di d?

MR. ALEMJ. Jereny, general nanager,
case nanager.

MEMBER ALBERTI :  Your case nanager ?

MR ALEMJ: He is the one that submt
all the paperwork. He still has to fill out all
t he paperwork and get --

MEMBER ALBERTI: But you under st and
you are responsi ble? WlIl, your sister signed

it.
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MR. ALEMJ. Yes. And that is supposed

to be --
MEMBER ALBERTI: Ms. Alenu signed it.
MR ALEMJ.  Yes.
MEMBER ALBERTI: She had it notarized.
MR. ALEMJ. Yes. That's not supposed
to be in there. 1It's supposed to be the I andlord
affidavit.

MEMBER ALBERTI: | understand that,
that's why |I'm asking you.

MR ALEMJ.  Yes.

MEMBER ALBERTI : Wy did your sister
submt this?

MR ALEMJ. | believe it nust be |ike
a plain mstake that happened between
under st andi ng.

MEMBER ALBERTI: Ckay. All right.
Thank you. Ckay. So you know, we had a Fact -
Finding back in -- I'"mnot even sure when it was.
Three nonths ago. And it cane to |ight at that
Fact - Finding that you had events in June on

several weekends, during several weeks of 2014.
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It 1ooks |ike every week in June of 2014 you had
events. WAs your sister aware that you were
hol di ng events there?

MR ALEMJ.  Yes.

MEMBER ALBERTI: Ckay. So she was
conpl acent? She was okay with that?

MR. ALEMJ. Yes. M sister knows
everything that we -- that happens at the
| ocati on.

MEMBER ALBERTI: Great. Ckay. Ckay.
So | have in ny possession contracts, four
contracts. One is signed in June 10, 2014 for
events on June 11, 12, 13 and 14th. One signed on
June 17, 2014 for events on June 17, 18, 19 and
20t h. One signed on June 20, 2014 for events on
June 21st and 22nd. And one signed on June 26th for
events on the -- June 27, 28 and 29th. Does that
sound about right to you?

MR ALEMJ. | believe so.

MEMBER ALBERTI: Ckay. Let ne -- just
actually let ne go. These are the contracts

bet ween B Cafe owned by D Maz Lunukanda and Al enu
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| nvestnments, LLC and it is signed by you and M.

Lunukanda.
MR ALEMJ. Ckay.
MEMBER ALBERTI: Al four of these.
MR ALEMJ. Ckay.
MEMBER ALBERTI: Does that sound about
right?

MR ALEMJ. Yes.

MEMBER ALBERTI: Ckay. Geat. Do you
need a copy of these?

MR ALEMJ. Pl ease.

MEMBER ALBERTI: Can we get hima copy
of -- just one copy, because they are all
i denti cal .

MEMBER RODRI GUEZ: He can have m ne
and I'lIl share with you.

MEMBER ALBERTI: Al right. Just --
t hank you. Ckay. GOkay. M. Alenu, during our
Fact - Fi ndi ng, M. Lunukanda did nost of the
testifying, but you were here and you didn't
contradi ct anything that he said when you had an

opportunity to speak.
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M . Lunukanda i ndicated that you did
t he cooking for these events. |Is that correct?

MR. ALEMJ. Correct.

MEMBER ALBERTI: Al right. And you
tal ked about the food that you prepared. |s that
correct?

MR. ALEMJ. Correct.

MEMBER ALBERTI: Al right. He also
i ndi cated that you supplied an ABC Licensed
Manager for sone of the events, so that there was
al ways a |icensed manager there when M.
Lunukanda wasn't there.

MR. ALEMJ. A |icensed nmanager has
al ways been fromhis staff. The only people that
| provided is the security staff and the servers.

MEMBER ALBERTI : Service? What do you
nmean? Ckay. Security staff are the security
guards. Al right.

MR ALEMJ.  Yes.

MEMBER ALBERTI: And what other staff
did you provide?

VMR ALEMUJ: Bartenders as well as --
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MEMBER ALBERTI: Pardon?

MR ALEMJ. Bartenders and the
service, |like servers.

MEMBER ALBERTI: Ckay. Like wait
staff?

MR ALEMJ: Wit staff.

MEMBER ALBERTI: And bus -- people to
bus and that sort of thing?

MR ALEMJ.  Yes.

MEMBER ALBERTI: You supplied those
people for all of those events?

MR ALEMJ.  Yes.

MEMBER ALBERTI: And by supply it
means that you paid thenf

MR, ALEMJ. Well, the way that we
arranged the paynment is 50/50 between nme and him
We brought people that would like to work that
particular time, so we did split it.

MEMBER ALBERTI: So you split the cost
of all of the personnel?

MR ALEMJ.  Yes.

MEMBER ALBERTI: Did you split the
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costs of the food?

MR ALEMJ.  Yes.

MEMBER ALBERTI: Did you split the
cost of the al cohol?

MR, ALEMJ: No.

MEMBER ALBERTI: Al right. OCkay. So
where did the noney cone to pay these peopl e?
Fromto pay these people.

MR ALEMJ: Fromthe revenue that we
were generating fromthis income.

MEMBER ALBERTI: Okay. And what
happened to the profits?

MR. ALEMJ. \What happened to the
profits?

MEMBER ALBERTI :  Yes.

MR, ALEMJ. Split.

MEMBER ALBERTI: You split thenf

MR ALEMJ.  Yes.

MEMBER ALBERTI: Ckay. Geat. That's
pretty consistent with what your contract says
there. It says at the beginning it defines who

is the client and I won't go into that, but
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generally the client. It defines you as the
client. |Is that correct? Wuld you agree to
that in terns of this contract you are the
client?

MR ALEMJ.  Yes.

MEMBER ALBERTI: Ckay. And it says
Item 2 on the second page says "Subject to the
ternms above, the caterer and the client agree to

provi de paynent of 50 percent of gross revenue

each day of the event." Right? So that's
consistent with what you just told ne. |Is that
correct?

MR, ALEMJ. Right.

MEMBER ALBERTI: Great. Al right.
During that hearing, you prom sed -- you and M.
Lunukanda prom sed a couple -- prom sed us a
couple things. M. Lunukanda said he woul d work
it out with you, but these are things |I'm going
to mention, they were things that only you could
provi de.

MR, ALEMJ. Ckay.

MEMBER ALBERTI: Because well, first

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.

39

(202) 234-4433 Washington DC www.nealrgross.com




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

40

of all, he indicated that there was a Poi nt of
Servi ce Systemused for those events? Point of
Sale System |I'msorry, | m sspoke.

MR, ALEMJ: The PCS?

MEMBER ALBERTI :  Yes.

MR ALEMJ: It should be because --
yes.

MEMBER ALBERTI: Ckay. Was it your
POS systenf

MR ALEMJ.  Yes.

MEMBER ALBERTI: Ckay. So you al
prom sed us the receipts fromthe printouts or
what ever, the informati on fromthe POS system for
t hose four contracts which is, what, 12 or 14
events.

MR, ALEMJ:. W actually submitted al
t hose PCS reports.

MEMBER ALBERTI: Ckay. Do we have
t hose? Do we know?

M5. JENKINS: They should be in there.

MEMBER ALBERTI: Ckay. Let ne see.

Wul d they be in here?
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M5. JENKINS: They shoul d be.

MEMBER ALBERTI: Ckay. Did you submt
-- okay. Earlier you tal ked about your system
goi ng down during the event where the,
coincidental ly, Investigator showed up.

MR. ALEMJ. Yes. And the Investigator
actually al so showed up the next day and he
noticed that everything went back to nornal.

MEMBER ALBERTI: Right. Al right.

So and he assured us that it was fixed by the
subsequent events, the gas. It was a gas line
that had gone out. |Is that correct?

MR. ALEMJ. W thought it was a gas
line, but it happened to be sonething el se.

MEMBER ALBERTI: What was it?

MR ALEMJ: | think it was |ike one of
the oven, | believe, but I'"'mnot quite sure. It
has been a while.

MEMBER ALBERTI: The what?

MR ALEMJ: | think it is the oven,
but 1'mnot sure. | believe it should be --

MEMBER ALBERTI: But you had a repair
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MR ALEMJ.  Yes.

MEMBER ALBERTI: Should we have the --

MR. ALEMJ. | believe you should have
| i ke receipts in there.

MEMBER ALBERTI: Fromthe repair
person?

MR. ALEMJ. | believe so, yes.
Everything that you guys requested the last tine
that we had this neeting, we provide.

MEMBER ALBERTI: So do you know when

you submtted that? Because | don't see it in

here.

MR ALEMJ: | think that has been
subm tted.

MEMBER ALBERTI: Pardon? |'msorry?

MR ALEMJ: | think that has been
subm tted.

MEMBER ALBERTI: Ckay. Well, 'l
take your word for that, but | don't see it in
here. | see the PCS receipts, which | haven't

had a chance to go through, which I wll.
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| don't have any questions, any other
addi ti onal questions right now.

CHAI RPERSON M LLER. O her questions?
M. Jones?

MEMBER JONES: Thank you, Madam Chair.
So during the | ast hearing, you appeared here
with M. D Maz Lunukanda. And during that
heari ng, you indicated that you discovered that
there was an issue with your equi pnent in your
kitchen that prevented you from serving food at
approxi mately 9:00, 9:15.

MR ALEMJ.  Yes.

MEMBER JONES: On that evening. So
you had food al ready pre-prepared to be cooked?

MR ALEMJ.  Yes.

MEMBER JONES: Yes. And you did not
try to turn on your oven or the preparation
facility wasn't checked out prior to roughly
around 9: 00, 9:157?

MR, ALEMJ. It was checked out prior
to when we first opened the place at 6:00. W

did check sone of the itens that would need to
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be, you know, turned on. Wth that, everything
was working very well until we received our first
order around |ike 9:00, 9:15 or whatnot. By the
time -- once we prepared our food, it went in the
cooler, we have to like, you know, warmit up or
what ever before we serve it to a client.

By that tinme when our first client
ordered the food around 9: 00, 9:15 or whatnot,
one of the equi pmrent was not working properly, so
that's when we actually informed the client that
we don't have any food. And we apol ogi zed and to
go forward. And we were --

MEMBER JONES: Go forward? \Wat did
go forward nean?

MR ALEMJ: Whet her we shoul d cl ose
t he pl ace.

MEMBER JONES: So you infornmed the
client you didn't have any food or you infornmed
your patron you didn't have any food?

MR, ALEMJ: First, we infornmed our
client that one of our equipnent is not working,

so we cannot, you know, properly serve you
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because of the health risk that we are going to
be facing after that. And then after we, you
know, inforned the client, then we discussed with
the catering conmpany and told themthat, you
know, the equi prment is not working properly,
there is not any food, so while we were

di scussing is when the ABRA | nvesti gator showed
up and that's when we decided to close the place
down.

MEMBER JONES: Ckay. So at what point
was the decision made to try and secure food from
t he nei ghboring or nearby establishnent in order
to address the need to have food at your | ocation
whi | e havi ng al cohol ? Because you didn't seemto
mention that during your recent testinony.

MR. ALEMJ. That was one of the
options that we were having -- that we had a
conversation between nme and the catering conpany,
whet her that could work or not if we could be
able to get our food from our next neighbors or
across the street. So we are not -- with that --

that was in between the ABRA | nvestigator show ng
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up and told us the food has to be here if you
have al cohol. |If you don't have the -- if you
are serving any kind of food.

So that was just a conversation that
we were having between ne and the catering
conpany.

MEMBER JONES: Got it. So also |
guess I'mnot totally clear on you hired a
catering conpany to do what specifically?
Because they, obviously, weren't preparing the
f ood.

MR ALEMJ. Just --

MEMBER JONES: So the catering conpany
was doi ng what ?

MR, ALEMJ. -- on this particular
event, this is the FIFA Wrld Cup event, our dish
was nainly towards Ethiopian dish. And those
di sh the catering conpany have no idea how to
prepare it. They don't know how to make it. So
| discussed this --

MEMBER JONES: Were you hiring the

catering conpany strictly so that -- or just for
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t he express purpose of selling al cohol ?

MR. ALEMJ. | hired the catering
conpany to acconmodate the FIFA World Cup.

MEMBER JONES: And what does
accommodat e nmean? So obviously they weren't
bei ng accommpdated by -- they weren't providing
t he accommodation of food service, right?
Because that's not part of what you were
expecting the catering conpany to provide. |Is
t hat correct?

MR. ALEMJ. | was expecting the
catering conpany to provide the food as well as
t he al cohol .

MEMBER JONES: You were expecting the
catering conpany to provide food as well as
al cohol ?

MR. ALEMJ. Exactly.

MEMBER JONES: COkay. And that is
clearly denoted in the contract?

MR ALEMJ.  Yes.

MEMBER JONES: You said it's clearly

denoted? So | have a contract here that is dated
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May - -

MR ALEMJ: On second --

MEMBER JONES: -- this 10th day of June
2014.

MR. ALEMJ. If you open the second

page of the first one --

MEMBER JONES: |'m i stening.

MR, ALEMJ. -- it say the client --
that the clients will take care of it, provide
| abor, |icensed food, beverage, bar and events

managemnment service pursuant and specific to the
Law.

MEMBER JONES: Ckay. Excellent. So
you read exactly what | wanted you to read.

MR, ALEMJ: G eat.

MEMBER JONES: So if |'m understandi ng
correctly, you were paying the caterer to provide
food, al cohol, managenent services, |abor, bar
services, etcetera?

MR. ALEMJ. Right.

MEMBER JONES: AlIl of those things

with the exception of al cohol were things that
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you said you specifically were providing above
and beyond what D Maz Lunukanda was providing for
your event.

You were providing |abor. You were
provi ding bar staff. You were providing
managenment. You were providing food. You were
providing all of these things with the exception
of alcohol. And based on what you just said a
few seconds ago, it appears as if that was your
i ntent, because you said that the caterer had no
i dea how to prepare Ethiopian-type dishes.

So you clearly couldn't have had the
expectation that this caterer was going to
prepare that food for this event.

MR ALEMJ. Let ne elaborate a little
bit nmore on this --

MEMBER JONES: Ckay.

MR, ALEMJ. -- topic right here on
what | said earlier. So the catering conpany,

t hey have no idea how to prepare Ethiopian food.
So | --

MEMBER JONES: But clearly that wasn't
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part of your intent for that contract, because --

MR, ALEMJ: No, no, no.

MEMBER JONES: -- they had no
under st andi ng nor know edge and probably no
desire to prepare Ethiopian food. You decided
that you were going to do that.

MR, ALEMJ. M cliental at that
particular time for the period of the FIFA
Tour nanent, soccer tournanent, they are mainly an
Et hiopian cliental. So there was a verba
agreenment and | -- that | -- not agreenent, but
that | offer to the catering conpany, hey, | know
exactly what type of products. | know what ki nd
of food they going to be liking. | know howto
prepare this food.

So | have no problemto, you know,
split the cost on that particular itens. And
then 1'lIl go and prepare ny own stuff. That was
the one day | was being behind the kitchen and
preparing all the food.

When it canme to --

MEMBER JONES: Ckay. So just to nmke
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sure I'mclear. So you verbally altered the
terms of the contract in such a way that --

MR, ALEMJ. Right.

MEMBER JONES: -- you no | onger were
expecting the catering conpany to provide food at
that point, correct?

MR. ALEMJ: No, that's not what
exactly what | -- let ne elaborate a little bit
further what | amtrying to say about that food-
W se.

The food he brings to the -- to
Si gnhature Lounge to the property and | prepared
the food. | nmke it ready for the cliental.

MEMBER JONES: Hold on. So you are
sayi ng D Maz Lunukanda brought food to your
est abl i shnent ?

MR. ALEMJ. They bring the food, yes.

MEMBER JONES: But | thought you just
said that you comrunicated to himthat this is
Et hi opi an food. | know exactly what they are
goi ng to want.

MR, ALEMJ: Yes.
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MEMBER JONES: | know exactly where to
get it.

MR, ALEMJ. Right.

MEMBER JONES: And | am going to get
it and | amgoing to prepare it. |If that's the

case, it doesn't nmake sense to nme what you are
sayi ng, because you seemto be telling ne that
D Maz Lunukanda knew what food to bring and that
he brought what you needed in order to prepare

t he food.

MR, ALEMJ. Right.

MEMBER JONES: But that doesn't
conport with what you just said.

MR. ALEMJ. The way that it happened
is | tell himl|l need X anmount of neat, X anount
of onions or what so on. He brings that. |
prepare it and | put it inside the cooler to get
it prepared for the next cliental.

See like as a catering conpany, he
doesn't know how to prepare Ethiopian food. |
know how to prepare it. But when it comes to

| i ke buying the inventory, inventory-w se as
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sonmeone who can just go to a Gant or to Wole
Food or to whatever and you can buy all the
products.

MEMBER JONES: CGot it. So what you
are telling me is that for this event you are
stating here on the record that D Maz Lunukanda,
as the caterer, for your event brought all the
f ood?

MR. ALEMJ. He brought all the food,
yes, and then we split the cost of the food.

MEMBER JONES: COkay. So he brought
all the food.

MR, ALEMJ. Right.

MEMBER JONES: And that will be in
agreenment with the transcript fromthe | ast Fact-
Finding Hearing that we had with you and M.
Lunukanda? You understand that that will be the
-- it will say the exact sane thing? There wl]l
be no contradiction?

MR, ALEMJ. It should say the sane
t hi ng, vyes.

MEMBER JONES: Ckay.
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MR ALEMJ: And when it comes to the
| abor, because of the cliental, we feverently
di scussed that, our -- recommended our drinks,
sone of the Ethiopian servers or bartenders to
the establishnent. So it's like providing --

MEMBER JONES: Did the caterer provide
any ABC Managers?

MR ALEMJ. Yes.

MEMBER JONES: They did?

MR. ALEMJ. Yes. Enploy hinmself. On
the date of the event that that happened, he was
actually nost -- nost of the event tine he is the
one that is always there. |If he's not there,

t hen one of his ABC Managers is at the
establ i shnent.

MEMBER JONES: So the caterer provided
an ABC Manager for the entire tine that you were
selling al cohol ?

MR ALEMJ.  Yes.

MEMBER JONES: Ckay. Did the caterer
renove the al cohol fromyour establishnent in its

entirety once you decided that you were not in a
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position to carry out the event as you originally
pl anned?

MR ALEMJ: Plus once we finish with
our event, and if there is not any --

MEMBER JONES: So on the night that
there was an event that took place on a
particular night, that night, did he renove all
of his al cohol that he brought to your
establishnment in its entirety on the night that
the Investigator, the ABRA Investigator cane by?
Do you have know edge of the fact that D Mz
Lunukanda renoved his entire al cohol inventory
fromyour establishnment?

MR. ALEMJ. If there is not any
consecutive events |like today and tonorrow --

MEMBER JONES: No, no, there is. So
you had an event on a day.

MR ALEMJ.  Yes.

MEMBER JONES: And that day the
| nvestigator came by and said you were in --
potentially in violation. So on that day, you

changed what you said you were offering. You
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al so indicated that the next day, which was a
separate day --

MR ALEMJ.  Yes.

MEMBER JONES: -- the Investigator
canme by --

MR. ALEMJ. Ri ght.

MEMBER JONES: -- and saw t hat
everyt hi ng was busi ness as usual, whatever that
means.

MR, ALEMJ. Right.

MEMBER JONES: Ckay. So there is a
Day 1 of an event. There is a Day 2 of an event.
" mtal ki ng about Day 1.

MR. ALEMJ. Ri ght.

MEMBER JONES: On Day 1 of the event--

MR. ALEMJ:. On Day 1 of the event,
when the ABRA Investigator told us to close, not
to serve any kind of al cohol, we shut down,
| ocked the door and we |eft.

MEMBER JONES: So you cleared the
est abl i shnent ?

MR, ALEMJ. Everybody left.
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MEMBER JONES: All the patrons,
everyone in there?

MR. ALEMJ. Everybody left. W |ocked
t he door and we left.

MEMBER JONES: Was the al cohol still
i n your establishnent?

MR ALEMJ: The al cohol was inside the
safe case, safe area.

MEMBER JONES: \Wat does that nean?
Was it inside of your establishnent?

MR ALEMJ.  Yes.

MEMBER JONES: Yes. Gkay. Were
i nside of your establishnment was it?

MR. ALEMJ:. W have a place, a
desi gnated area where we put all our liquors.

MEMBER JONES: Ckay. And is that
desi gnated area secured by a key, a | ock of sone
sort?

MR ALEMJ.  Yes.

MEMBER JONES: COkay. And who has
access to that?

MR ALEMJ. | do.
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MEMBER JONES: You do?

MR ALEMJ.  Yes.

MEMBER JONES: Ckay. So you were the
only person with access to that |ocation?

MR ALEMJ.  Yes.

MEMBER JONES: Did D Maz Lunukanda
have a copy of that key?

MR. ALEMJ. He doesn't have the key,
but he has access.

MEMBER JONES: How does he have access
i f he doesn't have a key?

MR. ALEMJ. On the event I|ike day
t oday and tonorrow event.

MEMBER JONES: No. |'mtalking about
when you | ocked it up and you |eft the buil ding,
who had access to it? If you wanted to go back
to that | ocation --

MR. ALEMJ:. |'mthe only one.

MEMBER JONES: -- you are the only one
who coul d have done that, correct?

MR ALEMJ.  Yes.

MEMBER JONES: Ckay. So | just wanted
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to make sure. D Maz Lunukanda, the caterer, that
you had a contract with --

MR ALEMJ.  Yes.

MEMBER JONES: -- left his entire
i nventory that he brought to your location there
overni ght to which you were the only person who
had access to it?

MR. ALEMJ: Yes, because of the -- we
have event on the next day.

MEMBER JONES: Understood. So
overnight it was | ocked up there?

MR, ALEMJ. It was | ocked up there.

MEMBER JONES: Got it. GCkay. Thank
you. That's all | have for now, Madam Chair.

CHAI RPERSON M LLER: Okay. Qhers?
M. Alberti?

MEMBER ALBERTI: A few nore questions.
So I'"'mtrying to, M. Alenu, better understand
your arrangenent with M. Lunukanda. You said
that you shared in the profits. How did you
determ ne what the profits were going to be? You

got to split the cost of food, you told nme. You
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split the cost of labor. |Is that correct?

MR ALEMJ.  Yes.

MEMBER ALBERTI: But you didn't split
the cost of alcohol? That's what you told ne.

MR ALEMJ. \What ever the anount that
we sold per night, we split it.

MEMBER ALBERTI: Did you split what --
the proceeds or did you split the profit?

MR ALEMJ. Profit.

MEMBER ALBERTI: Well, how did you
determne the profit?

MR, ALEMJ. Usually like 30 percent of
the inconme is usually expense, so after whatever
expense there is, we just split it. [It's not
| i ke an exact anmount, hey, this is what it's
supposed to be. No. W just split it halfway.

MEMBER ALBERTI: So did you agree on
what the expenses were?

MR. ALEMJ. The expenses were what we
buy.

MEMBER ALBERTI: How did you agree on

what the expenses were?
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MR, ALEMJ. \Whatever the inventory
cones. Let's say food inventory.

MEMBER ALBERTI: Ckay.

MR. ALEMJ. Wth the receipts, we
split that in half and half.

MEMBER ALBERTI: O course you knew
what the | abor cost was.

MR ALEMJ: And the | abor cost we
split in half.

MEMBER ALBERTI: So did M. Alenu --
| nean, does M. Lunukanda show you what the cost
of al cohol was?

MR ALEMJ: The cost of the al cohol ?
If I ask him he wll show nme, but once -- one
tinme he showed ne all the cost of the al cohol,
but since then it's like you should know by
exactly how much it will cost.

MEMBER ALBERTI: So you ki nd of took
his word for it?

MR. ALEMJ. Yes, he bring a bottle,
one bottle and whatever we sell per day, let's

say we sold $100 a day, and then we split that in
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hal f .

MEMBER ALBERTI: Ckay. So he deducted
-- so your total costs were food, |abor, right?

MR, ALEMJ. Right.

MEMBER ALBERTI: And then al cohol.

MR. ALEMJ. Ri ght.

MEMBER ALBERTI: And you conbi ned
those. Al right?

MR. ALEMJ. Right.

MEMBER ALBERTI: And you split what
was | eft? You subtracted that fromthe proceeds?

MR ALEMJ.  Yes.

MEMBER ALBERTI: And split what was
| eft?

MR, ALEMJ. Split what was left, yes.

MEMBER ALBERTI: Ckay. So in one
evening |I'mlooking at June 13th, your proceeds
wi thout tips, all right, excluding tips, the
proceeds was a total sales incone of $1,921.50.
O that $88.50 was food and $10 was beer and
$1,823 was liquor. | assune that's spirits. |Is

that correct?
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MR ALEMJ.  Yes.

MEMBER ALBERTI: Al right. So from
what |'m hearing, you would have totalled up al
of your costs, all right, and subtracted it from
$1,921.50. Ckay? Let's say your total costs
hypot hetically were $1, 000.

MR, ALEMJ. Ckay.

MEMBER ALBERTI: Al right. So if
that was the case, then the profit would have
been $921.50. |Is that correct?

MR ALEMJ. Ckay.

MEMBER ALBERTI: And you woul d have
split that equally between the two of you?

MR. ALEMJ. Fromthat noney, we just
pai d the security guy.

VEMBER ALBERTI : No, no, no.

MR. ALEMJ. Ch, yes, yes, yes.

MEMBER ALBERTI: No, the security guy
-- okay. The security guy -- the food, the
security guy, the staff and the al cohol cost you
$1, 000, let's say.

MR, ALEMJ: Yes.
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MEMBER ALBERTI: Hypothetically.

MR ALEMJ.  Yes.

MEMBER ALBERTI: You woul d have
subtracted the $1,000 fromthe $1,921.50 | eaving
$921. 50.

MR ALEMJ.  Yes.

MEMBER ALBERTI: And you woul d have
split the $921.50 equally between you and M.
Lunukanda. Is that correct?

MR. ALEMJ. Correct.

MEMBER ALBERTI: Ckay. Geat. That's
it. Thank you. | understand now. | have no
further questions.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER: O hers?

MR. ALEMJ. Yes, otherw se, you know,
it's like $1,000 is away.

MEMBER ALBERTI: Pardon?

MR, ALEMJ. O herwi se, we don't split
it, the $1,000 a day. Well, let's say for
exanple if you make $500 and you split it, it
will give you like about, you know, $250.

MEMBER ALBERTI:  Yes.
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MR, ALEMJ. It's better to go through
t hat route versus paying $1, 000 every day, yes.

MEMBER ALBERTI: Ckay. Well, that's
your choice, yes.

MR ALEMJ.  Yes.

MEMBER ALBERTI: | gotcha.

MEMBER BROOKS: Madam Chair ?

CHAl RPERSON M LLER: Yes, M. Brooks?

MEMBER BROOKS: | just need one
clarification. You testified earlier, M. Anare,
that it was 30 percent profit. |Is that correct?

MR. ALEMJ. For?

MEMBER BROCKS: You determ ned 30
percent profit -- if it's $100 a day, 30 percent
of that would be profit?

MR. ALEMJ:. No. Usually 30 percent is
| i ke your expense. Then the rest should be |ike
your profit margins.

MEMBER BROOKS: (kay. 30 percent was
t he expense.

MR. ALEMJ. Ri ght.

MEMBER BROOKS: So 70 percent profit?
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MR. ALEMJ. Shoul d be 70 percent
profit, but that is just |I'mthinking out of ny
head earlier, but it's not |ike accurate. Wen
we do the exact nunber, it's pretty nuch |ike
hal f and hal f.

MEMBER BROOKS: kay. Thank you,
Madam Chai r.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER: Ckay. Yes, M.
Jones?

MEMBER JONES: Thank you, Madam Chair.
So just one of the other things that came up
previously was that you had indicated you were
going to submt a copy or the actual receipt for
the repair work that was done. And | know
earlier that you indicated it was submtted in
t he sane package with all the other materials.

MR. ALEMJ. Correct.

MEMBER JONES: Right. So I'm | ooking
at this entire package and |I have flipped through
all the docunments and | don't see that receipt.
Do you happen to know the nane of the service

provi der or the contractor that perforned the
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wor k?

MR ALEMJ: That's -- this event
happened a very, very long tinme ago. Right now,
we are in February. [|I'mnot -- | cannot recal
off of my head right now The service provider
we just, you know, |ooked into the yell ow pages
and made a phone call and they just showed up.
But all the docunments that --

MEMBER JONES: Do you happen to know
how he was paid? Was he paid with a check?

MR. ALEMJ. Cash.

MEMBER JONES: Cash?

MR ALEMJ.  Yes.

MEMBER JONES: You paid in cash.
Ckay.

MR ALEMJ: But all the docunentation
that you guys requested at that previous Fact-
Fi ndi ng Hearing we submitted all the paperwork.

MEMBER JONES: Ckay. So given that
you have it and therefore it would be not an
i ssue for you to resubmt that, because it's not

part of our record.
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MR, ALEMJ. If | do have a copy, but
|"mnot quite sure if | have a copy.

MEMBER JONES: Well, when you --

MR. ALEMJ. | just sent the one that
| received.

MEMBER JONES: -- you gave us the
original?

MR, ALEMJ. Excuse ne?

MEMBER JONES: You said you -- are you
telling me that you submtted to us the original?

MR, ALEMJ. Sonething that -- yes,
that's what it -- that's what | submitted at that
time is the original.

MEMBER JONES: And you --

MR, ALEMJ. Sane thing with this |
submtted today paper which is |like, you know,
ori ginal paper.

MEMBER JONES: So you have no record?
What you are telling ne right nowis you' re not
sure whet her or not you have a record of the fact
that the repair took place the next day as you

cl ai n?
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MR, ALEMJ. |t did happen the day that
we requested. It's just --

MEMBER JONES: That's not what |I'm
asking you. |I'masking you are you telling ne
t hat you have no know edge of whether or not you
have a record of the fact that the repair was
done in the manner in which you claimit was done
on the day in which you said it was done?

MR. ALEMJ: The record that | have is
submtted to the Board.

MEMBER JONES: So you have no record?
So you are blamng us for that record not being a
part of this package?

MR ALEMJ: | said | don't have it.
Al'l the paperwork has been subnitted. The
conpany that did the work, they only give you
one, you know, custoner copy.

MEMBER JONES: Understood. And you
are telling -- you are saying that you didn't
make a copy of that?

MR. ALEMJ. | didn't nake a copy.

MEMBER JONES: So |'m --
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MR, ALEMJ. If there is any request,
that needs to be, you know, just want to try to
make a phone call and try to arrange it if they
could be able to have any record of that in
there. | have to | ook up, go deeper and | ook
into all the paperwork that | have with themif
there is any.

MEMBER JONES: So | will just
communi cate to you, it's not part of this package
here, this envelope. |'m|looking at everything
el se but that.

MR ALEMJ. Ckay.

MEMBER JONES: Ckay. And there is
sone pictures in here of sone food. Wre these
pi ctures taken on the day of the event? Do you
happen to know? Do you have any know edge of
t hese pictures in the package?

MR, ALEMJ. | do.

MEMBER JONES: You do? Ckay.

MR, ALEMJ. | do.

MEMBER JONES: Who took these

pi ctures?
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MR ALEMJ: W did.

MEMBER JONES: When did you take then?

MR ALEMJ: There should be a date in
t he back. |s there?

MEMBER JONES: No, sir, there is no
date noted on the back. The only thing it says
on the front is sonething to do with the fact of
prepared food inside sonething.

MR ALEMJ. Ckay.

MEMBER JONES: I nside cooler.
Prepared food inside cooler.

MR. ALEMJ: Those nust be sone of the
-- if there is any -- whenever we have an event
like this, we take a picture of them so we keep
them for advertisenent or whatnot. So we just
keep them So exact date |I'm not sure.

MEMBER JONES: Ckay. So you can't
tell me that you know that these are the pictures
t aken of food that were at the |ocation on the
day the Investigator canme by?

MR ALEMJ: That is at the |ocation.

MEMBER JONES: On the day that the
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| nvesti gator came by?

MR. ALEMJ. Those are the pictures
i nsi de the cool er.

MEMBER JONES: On the day --

MR ALEMJ.  Yes.

MEMBER JONES: -- that the
| nvesti gator came by?

MR ALEMJ. Yes.

MEMBER JONES: Ckay. So you took
pictures prior to the Investigator show ng up?

MR. ALEMJ. W took pictures, yes.

MEMBER JONES: COkay. And you are
sayi ng you take pictures every tinme you have an
event ?

MR. ALEMJ. If there is sonething
different on our food, yes. |If we are having any
ki nd of special.

MEMBER JONES: So was there sonething
different on the food, related to the food on the
ni ght in question when the |Investigator cane by
your event?

MR. ALEMJ. W had a few specials on
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our food.

MEMBER JONES: Ckay. What were those
speci al s? What was different?

MR, ALEMJ. W try to make it like a
kabob ki nd of style.

MEMBER JONES: Wat does that nean
exactly?

MR ALEMJ:  Um --

MEMBER JONES: What type of food was
it?

MR ALEMJ: It's Mediterranean food,
so pretty much |ike --

MEMBER JONES: So was it a cow? Was
it a goat? Was it a chicken?

MR. ALEMJ: A chicken, sir.

MEMBER JONES: It was a chicken.
Ckay. Was it only chicken?

MR ALEMJ.  Chi cken and beef.

MEMBER JONES: Chi cken and beef.

MR ALEMJ.  Yes.

MEMBER JONES: Ckay. And that's

different in what way?
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MR. ALEMJ. In Ethiopia you use your
hand with -- in general to eat it, but this one
you just use like a --

MEMBER JONES:  Skewer ?

MR ALEMJ.  Yes.

MEMBER JONES: COkay. So the pictures
in here | see what | ooks to be raw chi cken, raw
beef. | don't see any skewers. And | see a pan
of noodles and a pan of it |looks like chili-type
stuff. | don't know what it is. But are these
part of you -- these are part of your nornal
menu?

MR, ALEMJ: No.

MEMBER JONES: No?

MR. ALEMJ. Those are |ike specials
t hat we creat ed.

MEMBER JONES: Ckay. Thank you.
Thank you, Madam Chair.

MR, ALEMJ. Thank you.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER: M. Short?

MEMBER SHORT: The dates that the

| nvestigator came by was June the 11th and then
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you say came back the next ni ght when everything
was fixed on June the 12th, correct?

MR. ALEMJ. Correct.

MEMBER SHORT: Now, you stated you had
soneone cone in and repair the gas line to the
stove? |Is that your testinony?

MR. ALEMJ. The previous testinony?

MEMBER SHORT: Yes, that sonebody cane
and repaired the gas line on your conmerci al
stove in your kitchen.

MR. ALEMJ. At the nonent, we thought
it was a gas line, but it happened to be
sonething to do with the equi pnent.

MEMBER SHORT: Sonething to do with
t he what ?

MR, ALEMJ. Wth the equi pnent.

MEMBER SHORT: Was it gas, electric?
What was it?

MR ALEMJ. Electric.

MEMBER SHORT: Electric.

MR. ALEMJ. Ri ght.

MEMBER SHORT: Now, the person who
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canme in to the repairs by D.C. Law had to be
soneone who has a license from DCRA to do work on
comercial properties. And you are saying you
don't have a receipt fromthat person?

MR. ALEMJ. W do have a receipt from
that person. W submtted that paper for the
ABRA when you guys asked for all the information
Al'l the paper and whatever, he gave us the first
page, which is our custoner copy and that's the
paper that | submtted. And that is where al
the files that you guys requested is submtted to
t he Board.

MEMBER SHORT: Ckay. So on June the
12t h, you were back selling food and al cohol,
correct?

MR. ALEMJ. Correct.

MEMBER SHORT: And did you have
everything in line when the |Investigator cane
back by, your |icense and everything was in place
when he got there on June the 12th?

MR ALEMJ.  Yes.

MEMBER SHORT: It just so happened
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everything wasn't ready on June the 11th?

MR, ALEMJ. Right.

MEMBER SHORT: And you had soneone to
conme in, licensed persons conme in and work on
your establishnent, but you can't provide that
recei pt?

MR. ALEMJ. That receipt has been
submtted to the Board when | submtted all the
paper wor k.

MEMBER SHORT: Ckay. And you -- was
it a plunber or electrician?

MR. ALEMJ: Electrician, electrician.

MEMBER SHORT: El ectrici an.

MR ALEMJ: It was an electrical
probl em yes.

MEMBER SHORT: Ckay. That's all |
have. Thank you, Madam Chair. Well, how did you
di scover it was an el ectrical problenf

MR. ALEMJ. Wen the guy cane through
and | ooked at it.

MEMBER SHORT: So you had two guys

come through?
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MR, ALEMJ: No, no, no.

MEMBER SHORT: So how would -- if you
t hought it was a gas problem --

MR. ALEMJ. Right. At the beginning--

MEMBER SHORT: -- why would you hire
an electrician to cone fix what you perceived to
be a gas problenf

MR ALEMJ: W --

MEMBER SHORT: So you had at |east two
peopl e.

MR. ALEMJ. | have no know edge of
this kind of problenms, whether it can be
plunmbing, it could be electric, it could be gas.
| have no idea what is going on with that. Wen

we have the person that cane through and | ooked

at it, first of all, I do know sone peopl e that
does this kind of equipnment and | -- they were in
the area. | call themand they | ooked at it.

They told nme it's not |ike, you know,
a mpjor -- it's not a gas, it's an electric
problem They cannot be able to fix it because

they don't have a license in D.C., the |icense
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you sell, that's why we contacted a technician to
cone and look at it, that is D.C. |icensed.

MEMBER SHORT: So you had a |icensed
el ectrician --

MR. ALEMJ. Ri ght.

MEMBER SHORT: -- licensed in the
District of Col unbia?

MR. ALEMJ. Ri ght.

MEMBER SHORT: Ch, okay. So we can
find that. Al right. Got it. Thank you.
Thank you, Madam Chair.

MEMBER ALBERTI: Real quick?

CHAl RPERSON M LLER:  Yes, M. Al berti?

MEMBER ALBERTI: Just in that vein, so
you were here for a Fact-Finding. Wen did you
di scover what the problemwas and when did you
hire this guy or whoever it was? You hired a
repair person to fix the problem

MR ALEMJ.  Yes.

MEMBER ALBERTI: Wen did you hire
t henf

MR. ALEMJ. See like nyself, |I'm not
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the type of person that have know edge on the
equi pnments in service. But the problemwas a
very mnor problemthat was easily fixed.

MEMBER ALBERTI: But you know enough
to know when it's not working?

MR, ALEMJ. It's not working, of
course, Yyes.

MEMBER ALBERTI: Ckay. So you know
t hat rmuch, right?

MR ALEMJ. Yes, yes.

MEMBER ALBERTI: Ckay. So and you
knew on the 11th, June 11th that it wasn't working?

MR. ALEMJ. Right, right.

MEMBER ALBERTI: Right.

MR ALEMJ: The first cliental --

MEMBER ALBERTI: And you hired soneone
to take care of it?

MR. ALEMJ. Correct.

MEMBER ALBERTI: Al right. And they
cane in and took care of it?

MR. ALEMJ. Correct.

MEMBER ALBERTI: You are telling ne,
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what |'m hearing you say and correct ne if |I'm
wrong, but after it was repaired, you knew
general |y what the probl emwas?

MR. ALEMJ. Wen the guy told us, yes.

MEMBER ALBERTI: Yes. And what did he
tell you sort of? Can you sort of tell nme what
your understandi ng of what he told you was?

MR, ALEMJ. It's just a mnor
el ectrical issue that was easily to be fixed. It
was on the day that he showed up to look into it.

MEMBER ALBERTI: Did he have to
provide a part?

MR, ALEMJ: No.

MEMBER ALBERTI: No.

MR. ALEMJ. Sonething that -- mnor
wor k needs that needs to be done for that
equi pnent .

MEMBER ALBERTI: Ckay. What
equi pnent ?

MR. ALEMJ. Not hi ng maj or.

MEMBER ALBERTI : \What equi pnent ?

MR, ALEMJ. It was a stove actually.

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.

(202) 234-4433 Washington DC www.nealrgross.com




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

82

MEMBER ALBERTI: The stove? Do you

know what part of the stove?

MR. ALEMJ. | was not on the prem se
when - -

MEMBER ALBERTI: \What part of the
stove -- when | think of a stove, the stove has

burners on top and they have an oven.

MR. ALEMJ. Ri ght.

MEMBER ALBERTI: Right. So this
stove, is this -- the stove you are talking
about, does it have burners on top and an oven?

MR, ALEMJ. Right.

MEMBER ALBERTI: And the burners on
top were gas or electric?

MR ALEMJ. Gas.

MEMBER ALBERTI: Al right. And the
oven is gas or electric?

MR ALEMJ. Gas.

MEMBER ALBERTI: So the oven is gas.
The top is gas. All right. So what part -- do
you know what part of the stove was not

functi oni ng?
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MR. ALEMJ. The day when | spoke to --
asked hi mwhat was the problem because | thought
it was the gas, actually, it had sonmething to do
with the, you know, knob thing. [I'mnot quite
sure exactly what the problemwas. Don't hold
anyt hi ng agai nst nme about this.

MEMBER ALBERTI: No, that's fine.

MR ALEMJ: | have no idea what was
wWr ong.

MEMBER ALBERTI: That's fine. That's
fine. Here is the problemI'mhaving. |s that

you were here in Septenber.

MR, ALEMJ. Right.

MEMBER ALBERTI: And you and M.
Lunukanda both sat there and M. Lunukanda did
nost of the speaking, but you never corrected
him And what we heard, the story we heard was
gas line. | nean, repeatedly | heard gas line.
Enphatically, | heard gas |ine.

MR ALEMJ: | know that.

MEMBER ALBERTI: Not sone ot her part

of the equipnment. It was the gas |ine.
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MR ALEMJ: | don't renenber.

MEMBER ALBERTI: But you had -- well,
wait. But you had to know i n Septenber because
you got it fixed in June. So what happened?

MR ALEMJ: |'mthe one that has
mai nly dealt with that equi pnent because it was
in the property. It has nothing to do with the
catering conpany. And from ny understandi ng on
our |ast Fact-Finding Hearing, |I'm understandi ng
t hat he have no idea or have no clue what was
going on with that equipnent.

MEMBER ALBERTI: Who had no clue?

MR. ALEMJ. The catering conpany.

MEMBER ALBERTI : Yes, but you were
sitting right there next to him

MR. ALEMJ. Correct.

MEMBER ALBERTI: And we were talking
to both of you.

MR. ALEMJ. Correct. But the thing
was |ike going extrenely fast and it was j ust
passi ng.

MEMBER ALBERTI: So you didn't tell us
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that? You didn't bother to correct us then? You
know, 1'1l |l ook through the transcript. | don't
know i f you told us what it was.

MR. ALEMJ. | believe | said sonething
about the electric after the gas line. It should
be sonmewhere in there.

MEMBER ALBERTI: [|'l1 | ook again.

"1l look again. Thank you.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER: M. Brooks?

MEMBER BROOKS: Yes, just one nore
guesti on, Madam Chair.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER:  Ckay.

MEMBER BROOKS: M. Anare, you said
you paid the repairman or electrician in cash.

MR. ALEMJ. Ri ght.

MEMBER BROCOKS: Correct?

MR ALEMJ.  Yes.

MEMBER BROOKS: How nuch did you pay
hi n

MR. ALEMJ: No nore than $100. Not
more than $100.

MEMBER BROCKS: $1007?
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VEMBER BROCKS:

MR ALEMJ.  Not

86

even nore than $100.
Not nore than?

nore than.

MEMBER BROOKS: But you don't know

exactly what you paid hinf

MR. ALEMJ. It's been a long tine.

MEMBER BROOKS: kay. Thank you,
Madam Chai r.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER: O hers?

MEMBER JONES: |'ve got one nore.
CHAI RPERSON M LLER  Ckay.
MEMBER JONES: Thank you, Madam Chair.

You sai d your stove was the itemthat wasn't
wor ki ng.
MR. ALEMJ. Correct.

MEMBER JONES: Right? Wat exactly

did you see as the problemw th the function of

the stove? Was it getting too hot? Was it

| eaking? Did you snell gas? Wat exactly was

happeni ng?
MR. ALEMJ. On the day when the
the food, | took the food out,

clients order put
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in a pan, tried to turn on the knobs, none of the
knobs were working. The burner, it's |ike four
bur ner .

MEMBER JONES: Yes.

MR. ALEMJ: And for some reason, none
of the knobs was wor ki ng.

MEMBER JONES: When you say none of
t he knobs were working, what does that nean? The
knob didn't rotate?

MR. ALEMJ. They don't rotate, yes.

MEMBER JONES: So the knob was stuck?

MR, ALEMJ. It was stuck, yes. W
took it out. We tried to use an item but the
gas -- the gas was burning in there, but it was
not |ike, you know --

MEMBER JONES: How do you know the gas
was bur ni ng?

MR, ALEMJ. You could see the light.

MEMBER JONES: You saw the pil ot
light?

MR. ALEMJ. Pilot light, yes.

MEMBER JONES: Ckay. So --
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MR. ALEMJ. The pilot |ight was on.

MEMBER JONES: -- the pilot Iight was
on.

MR, ALEMJ. The pilot |ight was on,
but it was not like burning. It was not |ike --

you know, nothing was turning.

MEMBER JONES: Ckay. So the nature of
the stove that you have, it has a standing or
sustained pilot light all the tine?

MR, ALEMJ. Right.

MEMBER JONES: Ckay. So from a stove
standpoi nt, a gas stove standpoint, what -- do
you have any idea of what electrical conmponent --
what it serves or what purpose or function it
provides to the function of your stove?

MR ALEMJ: | have no idea.

MEMBER JONES: No idea. All right.

MR ALEMJ: |1'mnot an electrician.

MEMBER JONES: All right. Because the
only thing I"maware of froma stove standpoi nt
when you have a gas stove is that your electrical

provides for the igniter.
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MR. ALEMJ. Igniter.

MEMBER JONES: And you don't have an
i gniter because you have a sustained pilot |ight
that is on all the tine.

MR ALEMJ: Correct. | have no idea
what soever what is going on with that.

MEMBER JONES: That's very
interesting. Gkay. Thank you.

CHAI RPERSON M LLER:  Okay. Qhers?
| have a question on another aspect. Could you
tell me what role your sister plays in the
operations of this establishnment?

MR. ALEMJ. She is 97 percent of the
shar ehol der of the conmpany. Until we receive our
ABC License, she is going to be sitting behind
and support and watching us and advi sing us on
how to run the business. And that's pretty mnuch
what she is doing as of right now

CHAI RPERSON M LLER. Ckay. And so on
the date of the event that we have been referring
to in June, did she have any role in what was

happeni ng at the establishnent?

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.

(202) 234-4433 Washington DC www.nealrgross.com




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

MR, ALEMJ: No.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER:  No. Ckay. |
just want to read you one part of the
gualification statute just that | think is
rel evant here, so you don't have an attorney, but
just so you mght have this in mnd. [It's very
basic. But it says "If the applicant has
conplied with all of the requirenents of this
title and regul ations issued under this title."
Okay. And so, you know, the Board has been
spendi ng sone tinme exploring, you know, the
guestion about serving food and al cohol,
etcetera, with respect to whether that was done
i n accordance with, you know, our regul ations.

MR ALEMJ. Ckay.

CHAI RPERSON M LLER.  Ckay. Do you
have anything el se you want to say, at this
poi nt ?

MR ALEMJ: | would like to ask the
Board if we -- this event has happened in June,
this one event, this one incident happened in

June. | would like to ask sincerely the Board if
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we could go forward and if we could be able to
establish this business' liquor |icense. And |
do know that w thout any kind of food, we cannot
serve any kind of alcohol. | do know the |aw
that we have to be on tinme to pay our tax. And |
do know all the laws and regul ati ons what's goi ng
to be happening in the District of Col unbia.

And | would like to ask the Board
sincerely to forgive whatever happened at that
particular day and if we could be able to nove on
and obtain this liquor license. It has been a
very, very long rough journey that | have been
goi ng through up and down, as well as ne and ny
famly menbers and also it's hurting ny other
busi ness.

So I would ask sincerely please to be
able to look into it and give us the |iquor
| i cense.

CHAI RPERSON M LLER: Okay. And, sir,
| forget your nane, but were you planning on
saying anything or is this it for you all?

MR. DEREJE: No, he already nentioned
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ever yt hi ng.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER:  Ckay.

MR. DEREJE: So what | see everybody
was trying to, you know, survive. You know,
everybody has a famly nenbers, so the Board j ust
take a lot to consider, you know, this is the
first time it happens. He is going to fix it or
what ever needs fixed to run a business.

O herwise if he stay like this, you
know, he is going to be out of business, because
| cannot afford to pay the nortgage -- the rent
and all expenses. So | would like to ask for
consi deration for this.

CHAI RPERSON M LLER. Ckay. Thank you.
Let me just ask one other question. There were
sonme docunents that were referred to that you
said that you submtted to ABRA and that Board
Menbers weren't finding in the file. | just want
to ask, | guess, those Board Menbers that were
doi ng the questioning on that whether those
docunents -- whether they want the applicant to

| ook for those docunents?
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We can | ook at ABRA as well, but one
was -- M. Jones, can you hear?
MEMBER SHORT: | al so asked a question

about the licensed person who did the repairs.
CHAl RPERSON M LLER:  Ckay.
MEMBER SHORT: The receipt would be --
woul d tell that story.

CHAI RPERSON M LLER. Ckay. So woul d

you like -- | want to know. | can | eave the
record open for -- I'mnot sure how nmuch tine it
will take. | guess you are anxious to nove this
along, right? So how soon could you -- the

docunments we are tal king about is: (1) Arepair
recei pt, right, fromthe store, right? And
sonet hing --

MEMBER SHORT: The stove or whatever
appl iance that was causing himnot to be able to
cook.

CHAI RPERSON M LLER: Okay. And was
t here another one, M. Alberti, that you had
ment i oned?

MEMBER ALBERTI : Nope.
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CHAl RPERSON M LLER: That's it?

MEMBER ALBERTI: |'m not anxious for
anyt hi ng.

MEMBER BROOKS: Yes. Ckay. Well, |
do want to see a copy and | just want to inpress
upon the applicant that that is inportant for ne,
for you to have that receipt of the repair work.

MR ALEMJ. Ckay.

CHAI RPERSON M LLER.  How soon do you
think -- how nmuch tinme would you like to get
that, to look for that receipt?

MR, ALEMJ:. Gve ne a day or two. |
shoul d be able to | ook for that.

CHAI RPERSON M LLER: Okay. That woul d
be great. Al right. Oay. So that's it,
that's the only thing we are | eaving the record
open for is that repair receipt. Ckay.

And woul d you address that to or nake
sure that that goes to Martha Jenkins, our
General Counsel, so it will get to the Board?

MR ALEMJ:  Um --

CHAI RPERSON M LLER: Do you have a
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guesti on?

MR ALEMJ.  Yes.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER:  Ckay.

MR ALEMJ: What does it |eave us
W t h?

CHAI RPERSON M LLER:  Were are you?

MR ALEMJ.  Yes.

CHAI RPERSON M LLER. Ckay. So what is
before the Board is to determ ne whether or not
to grant or deny your license. And the rationale
were we to deny it would be based on 25-301,
which is referenced in the order that was sent to
you that would find you unfit based on what is in
t his order.

However, that's what this hearing was
about. You know, in particular, | nentioned No.
7 that tal ked about not conplying with all of the
requirenents of this title and regulation. So
what we are going to do is, you know, review
everything that we have now, what you said now,

t he Fact-Fi nding Hearing and the docunents and

determ ne whether or not you are fit under those

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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st andar ds.

So certainly M. Brooks would like to
see that recei pt and maybe others would as well,
so we won't nmake a decision until we have that
receipt or if you indicate to us you can't find
it, then we will proceed.

MR, ALEMJ. Ckay.

MEMBER SHORT: Madam Chair?
CHAl RPERSON M LLER:  Yes?
MEMBER SHORT: |f the conpany that you

called are a |licensed conmpany, they will have a
record of them com ng out and doing the repair.
And if you can't find it, then you should be able
to call that conmpany that you called and they

shoul d be able to provide you a service -- that
t hey canme out and gave you service on June the

11t h and/or June the 12th and repaired your

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.

(202) 234-4433

Washington DC

appl i ance.

MR ALEMJ. Ckay. | wll --

MEMBER SHORT: So check.

MR. ALEMJ. -- check, yes. Until --
| would like to ask the Board until this thing
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has been resolved, is there any possible way that
| would be able to get a stipulation |icense?

CHAl RPERSON M LLER: W can take that
under consideration. | can't really answer that,
at this point, but we are not waiting very nuch
before you will decide this. It's just that one
recei pt or anything else you can give us rel ated
to that.

MR. ALEMJ. Yes. Right now, it's
about 3:00, so I'mgoing to make a phone call and
try to --

CHAl RPERSON M LLER:  Ckay.

MR, ALEMJ. -- locate it right now
If | can be able to locate it today, by tonorrow
"1l drop it off. At the |latest, maybe like in
two days.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER:  Okay. Well, we
neet every Wednesday.

MR ALEMJ. Ckay.

CHAI RPERSON M LLER:  So hopefully if
all is ready, we may -- | can't prom se you, but

we can try to resolve this by the next Wdnesday.

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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But | can't prom se you, because | don't know
exactly what is going to be going on.

MR, ALEMJ. Right.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER:  But that can be
a goal .

MR, ALEMJ. Ckay. Ckay. Excellent.
"1l provide all the paperwork.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER:  Ckay.

MR. ALEMJ. By the next day.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER:  All right.

Anyt hing el se by anyone? GCkay. So then --

MEMBER BROCKS: Madam Chair ?

CHAl RPERSON M LLER:  Yes?

MEMBER BROCKS: Just before we cl ose
it --

CHAl RPERSON M LLER:  Yes?

MEMBER BROOKS: -- | just want the
applicant to understand that although I do want
to see the receipt and that is inportant to ne to
tal k about, you know, if he is telling us, you
know, the truth about that issue, but that is not

the only issue that is a crux here. So | don't

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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want you to |leave thinking that as |ong as you
got a receipt then everything is okay.

MR. ALEMJ. Is there anything that
li ke I need to know?

MEMBER BROOKS: Well, we are going to
-- I"'mgoing to review the transcript and ny
notes as to what has transpired today. So |
can't tell you, at this time, what |'m concerned
about, but the recei pt was one of the things.

MR, ALEMJ. Al right.

MEMBER BROOKS: So | don't want you to
| eave here thinking that if you file a receipt,
t hat woul d end the issue.

MR. ALEMJ. Ri ght.

MEMBER BROCOKS: Ckay.

MR. ALEMJ. That's why earlier | was
asking the Board while this is ongoing process,
if we could be able to get a stipulated |icense.

MEMBER SHORT: Madam Chair, | would be
remss if | didn't --

CHAl RPERSON M LLER:  Ckay.

MEMBER SHORT: -- nention this to him

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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You have a business in Washington, D.C. A lot of
i mportant people fromall around the world cone
here and even the citizens here, they are very

i mportant to mne.

MR ALEMJ.  Yes.

MEMBER SHORT: Soneone cones to an
establishnment, |I'mnot saying your's, that is
unlicensed and gets sick, comng to a business
that's not |icensed and sonet hi ng happens to
them it makes the city look like it's not taking
care of its business like it should. Because
unl i censed peopl e shouldn't be selling al cohol in
Washi ngton, D.C. And persons who take that for
granted shouldn't have a |icense.

So that's just ny opinion as a Board
Menber, but |'mjust saying to you think about
that. You had one day to make an i npression.

The ABRA person cane by, they said to you you
shoul dn't be selling food. You said you realized
that. You should be selling food with al cohol.

So that wei ghs heavy on ne, too, but

the receipt is very nuch going to help ne to make

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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MR. ALEMJ. Yes. And | do agree.
None of any -- there should not be any busi ness
owner that sell any kind of al cohol wthout a
proper paperwork or proper licensing. And | do
agree with that.

And with that in mnd, | was and the
pl ace was with a proper catering conpany and a
proper staff and a safe environnent, except on
that particular day that has happened and sone of
t hat we cannot be able to control.

Sonmething |ike that, it's not --

MEMBER SHORT: It's your business and
you don't have any control ?

MR, ALEMJ. It is my business. | do
have control. But the fact that | don't have any
control over the machine failing on ne, it
doesn't nean that --

MEMBER SHORT: Then you can't open up,
that's what it neans.

MR, ALEMJ. | absolutely understand,

but this is what happened when --

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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MEMBER SHORT: That's all | have.
That's all | have, Madam Chair.

MEMBER ALBERTI: Ms. MIler, just rea
gui ck?

CHAl RPERSON M LLER:  Yes.

MEMBER ALBERTI: M. Alenu, there has
been a | ot of discussion about submitting that
receipt. The receipt for the repairs, there has
been a | ot of discussion about that.

MR, ALEMJ. Right.

MEMBER ALBERTI: It needs to have
contact information.

MR ALEMJ. Ckay.

MEMBER ALBERTI: It needs to have the
nane of the person and their contact information
in case we decide to foll ow up.

MR, ALEMJ. Ckay.

MEMBER ALBERTI: Okay?

MR ALEMJ. Ckay.

MEMBER ALBERTI : Thank you.

CHAI RPERSON M LLER. Okay. So we have

heard everything you have said. It's on the

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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record. There is a transcript that is going to
cone of it.

And so | have heard your request, you
want sone kind of tenporary |icense or whatever
and all of that we will take under advi senent.
Ckay. And we will, once we have the receipt,
| ook at your case as expeditiously as possible.
Ckay?

MR. ALEMJ. Thank you.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER:  All right. If
you have any other questions in the nmeantine, you
can contact our General Counsel Martha Jenkins.

MR ALEMJ. Ckay.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER:  All right. So |
t hi nk that concludes this hearing.

|"mjust going to take a roll cal
vote on deliberating on this case when we have
all the material in closed session.

As Chai rperson of the Al coholic
Beverage Control Board for the District of
Col unbi a and in accordance with Section 405 of

t he Open Meetings Amendnent Act of 2010, | nove

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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that the ABC Board hold a cl osed neeting for the
pur pose of seeking | egal advice from our counsel
for Signature Lounge per Section 405(b)(4) of the
Qpen Meeti ngs Anendnent Act of 2010, and

del i berating upon this case for the reasons cited
in Section 405(b)(13) of the Open Meetings
Amendnment Act of 2010.

|s there a second?

MEMBER ALBERTI: Second.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER: M. Al berti
seconded the notion. 1'll now take a roll cal
vote on the notion now that it has been seconded.

M. Brooks?

MEMBER BROCKS: | agree.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER: M. Al berti?

MEMBER ALBERTI: | agree.

CHAI RPERSON M LLER: M. Rodri guez?

MEMBER RODRI GUEZ: | agree.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER:  Ms. M ler
agr ees.

M. Silverstein?

MEMBER S| LVERSTEIN: | agree.

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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CHAl RPERSON M LLER: M. Short?

MEMBER SHORT: | agree.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER: M. Jones?

MEMBER JONES: | agree.

CHAI RPERSON M LLER: It appears that
the notion has passed by a 7-0-0 vote.

| hereby give notice that the ABC
Board will hold this closed neeting in the ABC
Board conference room pursuant to the Open

Meeti ngs Amendnent Act of 2010 and then we will

i ssue a decision in witing thereafter. | think
we have 90 days, but | don't knowif it will take
90 days.

Okay. Al right. Thank you very
much.

MR, ALEMJ. Thank you.

(Wher eupon, the Contested Fact-Fi ndi ng
Hearing in the above-entitled matter was

concluded at 3:07 p.m)
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